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Journeying Through Lent

A Time to be Taught by Jesus

Encountering this Sunday’s Gospel is like trying to take a drink from a fire
hose. This is typical of John’s Gospel. The Gospel reading for the fourth Sunday
of Lent consists of a powerful flow of symbols: a serpent that is held up, eternal
life, believing and light. This is quite a bit to swallow all at once.

We begin with the character Nicodemus, a learned Pharisee. He belonged
to the Sanhedrin, the Jewish religious supreme court of the time. He leaves his
house one night under the vale of darkness to covertly meet and talk with a rural
carpenter/rabbi Jesus of Nazareth from Galilee. This is astonishing. It would be
like a justice of the United States Supreme Court surreptitiously slipping out at
night to talk to a street corner preacher in Washington, D.C. Nicodemus came to
Jesus under the cover of darkness because he didn’t want to be known publicly as
a follower of Jesus. He was still uncommitted. Sometimes we act the same way---
hiding in the shadows, hiding our doubts and weak faith from others. But we are
called to live in the light and let others see our deeds so that God’s glory is re-
vealed in our lives. We are called to be courageous about our faith, to be more
public about our commitment to it.

Jesus reminds Nicodemus that Moses lifted a bronze serpent up high
(Numbers 21). All the Israelites that looked at it were saved from the bites of poi-
sonous snakes. In the Gospel of John, Jesus will be lifted up high on the cross to
be seen by all. All who look upon the crucified Jesus and believe (cont. p. 2)
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in him will be saved. Ironically two instruments of death, a snake and a cross, are
presented here as a means of remaining alive. In the case of the cross, it is a
means to eternal life.

Ask Yourself

¢ Of all the teachings of Jesus, which ones are closest to your heart?

Jesus continues to teach Nicodemus and in so doing also teaches us. He tells him
that ““...God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish, but might have eternal life” (John 3:16).

What then are we suppose to believe? We are called to believe that God
did not just love part of the world but the whole world. Even though we suffer,
even though we hurt, even though the world is loused up, and innocent people
die, God did not condemn the world but loved it. God loved and continues to
love it the very same way a parent loves a child and so God shared his Son with
everyone and this love knows no bounds.

Reflection Questions
¢ When have I experienced God’s great love for me?
¢ Do I understand that God’s love is universal? What actions can I perform
and what relationships can I develop to share God’s universal love?
¢  While holding a crucifix, the symbol of Christ being lifted up, ask your-
self what you believe about Jesus.
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