The Zookeeper's Wife: A War Story by Ackerman Diane          (St. Gregory the Great book club February 2009)
Diane Ackerman tells the remarkable WWII story of Jan Zabinski, the director of the Warsaw Zoo, and his wife, Antonina, who, with courage and coolheaded ingenuity, sheltered 300 Jews as well as Polish resisters in their villa and in animal cages and sheds. Using Antonina's diaries, other contemporary sources and her own research in Poland, Ackerman takes us into the Warsaw ghetto and the 1943 Jewish uprising and also describes the Poles' revolt against the Nazi occupiers in 1944. She introduces us to such varied figures as Lutz Heck, the duplicitous head of the Berlin zoo; Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman Shapira, spiritual head of the ghetto; and the leaders of Zegota, the Polish organization that rescued Jews. Ackerman reveals other rescuers, like Dr. Mada Walter, who helped many Jews pass, giving lessons on how to appear Aryan and not attract notice. This suspenseful and beautifully crafted story deserves a wide readership. 
From Publishers Weekly        http://www.amazon.com
One Book, One San Diego Events with Dianne Ackerman
"The Zookeeper's Wife" is the winner of the 2008 Orion Book Award, which is conferred annually to a book that deepens our connection to the natural world, presents new ideas about our relationship with nature, and achieves excellence in writing. "The Zookeepers Wife" is a groundbreaking work of nonfiction in which the human relationship to nature is explored in an absolutely original way through looking at the Holocaust. Kathleen Dean Moore, the Orion Book committee's chairperson, said: "A few years ago, 'nature' writers were asking themselves, 'How can a book be at the same time a work of art, an act of conscientious objection to the destruction of the world, and an affirmation of hope and human decency?' "The Zookeeper's Wife" answers this question."

Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. - Environmental Literature Panel Discussion
The panel will include Diane Ackerman, Dr Bill Nericcio, English Department Chair at SDSU, Dr. Donald Wesling, Professor Emeritus of English Literature: Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Poetry; Poetics and Metrics; Prose and Poetry of the Natural World; Modern Scottish Literature; Mikhaïl Bakhtin and Dialogism at UCSD and Dr. Pasqual Verdicchio , Associate Professor of Italian and Comparative Literature: Modern Literature; Poetics; Italian Cinema; Cultural Studies; Environmental Movements and Literatures at UCSD. - Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice, University of San Diego, 5998 Alcalá Park, San Diego, CA 92110-2492    Contact: 619-260-7509
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 at 12:45 p.m. - Afternoon event with author Diane Ackerman
Join us for a special afternoon event featuring Dianne Ackerman, who will read and discuss her book "The Zookeeper’s Wife" - Saville Theatre at San Diego City College, 14th and C Street, San Diego, CA 92101   Contact: 619-388-3596
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. - Kickoff event with author Diane Ackerman
Join us for a special evening featuring Dianne Ackerman, who will read and discuss her book "The Zookeeper’s Wife"

- Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center, David & Dorothea Garfield Theatre, 4126 Executive Drive,

La Jolla, CA 92037  Contact: 858-457-3030

A reading of excerpts from "The Zookeeper’s Wife" presented by Mo`olelo Performing Arts Company.

RSVP after January to KPBS( line will not be active until Jan)
Monday, December 7, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. – Film “Inheritance”
Imagine watching Schindler's List and knowing the sadistic Nazi camp commandant played by Ralph Fiennes was your father. “Inheritance” is the story of Monika Hertwig, the daughter of mass murderer Amon Goeth. Hertwig has spent her life in the shadow of her father's sins, trying to come to terms with her "inheritance." She seeks out Helen Jonas-Rosenzweig, who was enslaved by Goeth and who is one of the few living eyewitnesses to his unspeakable brutality. The women's raw, emotional meeting unearths terrible truths and lingering questions about how the actions of our parents can continue to ripple through generations.
- Central Library, 820 E Street, San Diego, CA 92101   Contact: 619-236-5800
http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/news-events/onebook.shtml
About Author Diane Ackerman
Diane Ackerman  was born Diane Fink, she was raised in Waukegan, Illinois. She received her B.A. in English from Penn State and an M.F.A. and Ph.D. in English from Cornell University in 1978. Her dissertation advisor was Carl Sagan. From 1980 to 1983 she taught English at the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She has been married to novelist Paul West since 1970. She currently resides in Ithaca, New York. A collection of her manuscripts, writings and papers (the Diane Ackerman Papers, 1971-1997--Collection No. 6299) is housed at the Cornell University Library.
Ackerman's awards and honors include: a Guggenheim Fellowship, the John Burroughs Nature Award, and the Lavan Poetry Prize. She was named a "Literary Lion" by the New York Public Library, and a molecule ("dianeackerone") has been named after her. In 2008 she won the Orion Book Award for “The Zookeepers Wife.”
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READER REVIEWS (Customer reviews: 106, Average 3.5 stars – 5 stars:40, 4 stars:26, 3 stars:14, 2 stars:17, 1 star:9)
A Forgotten Piece of History (to many general readers) (5 STARS)
My sister gave me this book for Christmas, saying it was one of the best books she had read in some time. I was fascinated by her description, and started the book the next day. I finished it the next morning. I found it eminently readable and fascinating. 
Aside from the beautiful story and general history presented, I liked a popular work about Poland during WWII. Most people are not going to know that the Polish Cavalry saved Vienna from Turkish conquest, or that "Good King Wenceslas" of the Christmas Carol was King of Poland. This book tells a great deal about the Polish People (scoundrels, as well as normal and heroic individuals) and the Jews of Warsaw (a similar combination, as are we all), and Russians (albeit Nazi collaborators) and Germans who were and were not totally depraved psychopaths. 
I recommend it to anyone who loves animals and other humans, and who has a grain of moral fiber to be nurtured or vindicated. It is a story of normal people who rose to be heroes and saved many, many lives and, often, the sanity that seemed so far off during a time of sheer brutality.
Story could have been told better  (2 STARS)
This book was a disappointment. It sounded so interesting. A true war story of the Warsaw Zoo. It had potential but it fell apart. It did not flow. It was choppy and sometimes it was hard to follow, time and place. The author, I think in order to educate the reader, went off on tangents that made it even more confusing. There were some really interesting parts of this book especially Polish heritage, the war, the "Ghetto", the zoo and the animals and of course, Antonia, Jan and their family. I just think the author could have done a better job telling the story. 
http://www.amazon.com
